
Purchasing a Digital SLR Camera

What type of camera do I buy?
Choosing between a compact (or "point and shoot") and a digital SLR camera is often the first big purchasing decision when starting 
out with photography. Not only is it potentially a big financial decision, but it may also determine what kinds of shots you'll be 
capable of capturing.

In this class we work with digital SLR cameras that have manual control settings, specifically the NIKON D3100 w/ 18-55mm lens.

What is a digital SLR camera?
Strictly speaking, SLR (single lens reflex) cameras have viewfinders that see the same light as the camera's sensor, but in practice this 
isn't the only distinction. The (3) main differences are:
     
 1. Viewfinder Mechanism
 2. Fixed vs. Interchangeable Lenses
 3. Camera Sensor Size (a 10 Megapixel point and shoot camera does not produce the same size/quality images as a 10 Megapixel SLR camera)

However, this deserves mentioning up-front: SLR cameras are usually MUCH more expensive than compact cameras — mostly as a 
consequence of the above three differences.

What is the cost of a digital SLR?
Below are the 2 best beginner/semi-professional cameras currently on the market.

Where can I buy a digital SLR camera?

Online sources:    Stores: 
www.bhphotovideo.com   Best Buy  Walmart
www.adorama.com   Target

I would love a digital SLR but financially its not possible... What’s the next best thing?
The next best thing would be any compact or point and shoot camera that allows full manual controls.
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