Selected SKHS Music Department Accomplishments 2013-2014
3rd year in a row SKHS set an all-time school-district record for most instrumental students in All-State (43 with 5 state champions) and second year in a row most instrumental students qualifying from one high school.
2 Students participated in All National Honors Ensembles, NAfME, Nashville, TN, Willie Grear, trumpet in Jazz band and Justin Smith, Horn in Orchestra.  This is the first time students from SKHS have reached this level.
Senior Justin Smith and Junior Ben Cruz were selected to perform in this year’s Rhode Island Honors recital.  Out of the 1,100 performances at the RIMEA solo-ensemble festival, 40 of the best performances were invited to reaudition for the 12 slots available for this annual prestigious event.  The recital will take place at Providence College on Sunday, June 22nd at 3:00 p.m.
First full homecoming field show for marching band, participates in all three local parades (Fireman’s Relief, Veteran’s Day, and Memorial Day).

Pep Band performs for URI as their pep band for men’s basketball during winter break game (1/7/14).  

Jazz Band Scores an Excellent in RIMEA Jazz Festival and then matched highest ever placement in Berkley High School Jazz Festival prior to last year’s Honorable Mention Award (6th) after replacing 10 members of the band.
Orchestra receives third consecutive superior at RIMEA Orchestra Festival (with highest score in the state).

Symphonic Band also receives a Superior rating in adjudication

35 Performances by SKHS instrumental ensembles.  More than 12 performances were off campus.

Major field trip (Carnage Hall to hear debut of Boston Philharmonic Youth Orchestra with SKHS senior, Justin Smith) and participate in UMASS Band day at Gillette Stadium as part of a 4,000 member band.
Guest speakers during the last 2  years included: 
Dan Moretti, Berklee, Rob Franzbau, RIC, Mike Levine, founding member and current performer with The Dallas Brass (also founder of the Harmony Bridge Project, which we are piloting here at SKHS). Erin Erbin, conductor with the Rhode Island Youth Philhamonic,  Jorge Gardos, internationally recognized string clinician,  URI Brass Ensemble directed by Jaime Thorne, and Bucky Pizzarelli, world renown jazz guitarist, Allen Tinkham, Jr. conductor of the Chicago Youth Symphony and Adrian Slywotsky, assistant conductor of the Boston Youth Symphony.

Creativity, Writing and Arranging:

In the past two years performed the World Premiere of two pieces:
 SKHS student Tory Zehl’s “Simplicity’s Conclusion”  December 12, 2012

Curt DeMott and Steven Melillo’s “Courageous” on May 16th, 2013 as a gift to the people of Sandy Hook School and Newtown, CT

And arrangements by SKHS director:
1. Glinka, Russlan and Ludmilla Overture

2. Morceau de Concours por cor (Concert Piece for Horn), Camille Saint Seans

3. Bizet, Symphony #1 in C Major, 1st Movement.
