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WRITING A FORMAL LAB REPORT


PLEASE DO NOT USE PERSONAL PRONOUNS (NO “I”, “WE”, “OUR”, ETC.).  MAKE SURE SENTENCES ARE CLEAR, CONCISE, AND COMPLETE!
Introduction

For this section of the lab report answer the following questions in paragraph form:

· What is the purpose of this lab? Give enough background information on the lab topic to explain it fully. (Example = Osmosis background information)
· What is the question you are answering? (If there are multiple parts to the lab make sure to address each section)
· What is the hypothesis? (If there are multiple parts to the lab make sure to address each section)

Materials

· Please bullet the materials list
Procedures
1. Please number the steps in the procedure.  Each step must be a complete sentence.
2. Don’t forget to add in the hazards/safety measures taken!
Data and Observations

· All tables must have a title (example - Table 1: Sugar/Starch Solution Data), labeled units, and must make sense!
· All graphs must have a title (example - Figure 1: Sugar/Starch Solution Data), labeled units, a key, and must make sense!

· If calculations were needed (example: calculating change in mass) give one example.

Conclusion/Discussion

For this section of the lab report answer the following questions in paragraph form:

· Restate the purpose and hypothesis.
· How does this lab tie into what you are learning in class?
· Was your hypothesis correct?  What does your data tell you?  Make sure to talk about the conclusions you reached as a result of your data.  Support your conclusions with evidence!!!
· What could be some sources of error in your experiment?

· What can you do to improve the experiment if you were to do it again?

· What extra/new questions were generated that would lead to a deeper understanding of the topic?

References
If references were used please follow MLA format.

