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TITLE OF UNIT: Unit 1: The Craft of Writing  COURSE OR GRADE:     10__     
 
 

DATE PRESENTED: ______________ DATE DUE: __________________  LENGTH OF TIME: several weeks, quarter, semester 

 
 

OVERVIEW OF UNIT: 
 

In the 10
th

 grade English/Language Arts program, students examine 
literary texts in a variety of forms, including short stories, novels, plays, and 
non-fiction, and in the process develop their skills of analytical and 
argumentative expression.  Throughout the year, the 10

th
 grade program 

addresses the essential question: “How does literature express and explore 
what it means to be part of a community?”   

Unit 1 focuses on writing as a craft and addresses the essential question 
“How do an author’s choices affect the reader’s understanding of the text’s theme(s) or central idea?”  Throughout 
this unit, students examine literary and informational texts to determine a significant theme or central idea of the 
text, and to better understand how an author’s meaning is shaped and communicated through the author’s stylistic 
choices, specifically word choice, imagery, figurative language, and details of character and setting. 

Students demonstrate their understanding of the craft of writing by constructively engaging in whole-class 
discussion and small-group activities, and by composing at least two essays analyzing an author’s use of literary 
elements and arguing for a particular reading of the text’s key theme or central idea. 

Thematically, the Literature of the Modern World course is structured in units focused on key issues and conflicts 
facing the modern world.  The thematic focus of Unit 1 is the relationship between individual freedoms and 
responsibility to others.  

The Classics of American Literature course is structured in units that examine the historical development of 
American cultural identity as expressed through our nation’s literature from the pre-Colonial era up to the present, 
focusing on recurrent themes defined by essential conflicts that have characterized American history.  Unit 1 of this 
course examines the pre-Colonial and Colonial eras, focusing particularly on the conflict between nature and 
civilization. 
 

STANDARDS:   Common Core ELA Standards 
Reading RL/R.I 1-10 
Literature & Informational Writing W. 1-10 Speaking & Listening SL. 1-6 Language L. 1-6 

 Key Ideas and Details 

 Craft and Structure 

 Integration of Knowledge 

 Range  of Reading 

 Text Types and Purposes  

 Production and Distribution  

 Research to Build and Present Knowledge  

 Range of Writing 

 Comprehension and Collaboration  

 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

 Knowledge of Language  

 Vocabulary Acquisition Use 

 
 

FOCUS ELA STANDARDS:   see curriculum   ________________________ 
 

Reading Literary Text 
+ Cite textual evidence and make inferences to support analysis    

RL–9-10.1 
+ Find theme/central idea and analyze its development; 

objective summary    RL–9-10.2 
+ Determine literal, figurative, and connotative meaning of 

words/phrases; analyze their impact    RL–9-10.4 
+ Analyze text’s structure    RL–9-10.5 
 
Reading Informational Text 
+ Determine literal, figurative, and connotative meaning of 

words/phrases; analyze their impact    RI–9-10.4 

Writing 
+ Informative writing   W–9-10.2 
+ Clear and coherent writing appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience    W–9-10.4 
+ Draw evidence from literary and informational texts    W–9-

10.9   
 
Speaking and Listening 
+ Collaborative discussion  SL.9-10.1 

Language 
+ Determine meaning of unknown and multiple meaning words    

L–9-10.4 
o context clues 
o patterns of word changes 
o reference materials 

 

Essential Question: 
How do an author’s choices 

affect the reader’s 
understanding of the text’s 
theme(s) or central idea? 


