
South Kingstown High School

Course Template

1.  Course Title:

Animal Behavior


Department:

Science


Length of Course:

Semester - Fall

2. Course Objectives:

Students will be able to 

( apply concepts from genetics (Biology A/B) to an understanding of animal behavior

( apply concepts from natural selection and evolution to an understanding of animal behavior

( compare and contrast innate and learned behaviors including communication, aggression, reproduction (courtship, etc.), parenting, social behavior and altruism

( develop an understanding of the role of the nervous system and hormones in animal behavior

( develop an understanding of human behavior in a context of primate study

( describe the history of research in the field of animal behavior

( analyze documents from the field of animal behavior and produce a research paper.

3. Performance Objectives:


The student will

· Discuss knowledgeably research (historic and current) of the adaptive values of animal behaviors in a context of genetics, natural selection and evolution

· Describe the functions of the nervous system and hormones in controlling animal behaviors.

· Recall the role of important figures (Lorenz, etc.) in the field of ethology

· choose a topic in ethology; select appropriate research to review, analyze and summarize; and produce a research paper that connects to classroom learning

4. Student Activities and Portfolio Worthy Tasks

· Research paper on a topic in ethology

· Class discussion

· Observations of animals in “natural” habitat (zoo trip and/or local wildlife)

· Reading articles

· Viewing videotapes of animal behaviors

· Simple lab/activities on learned behaviors, etc.

· Zoo habitat project – research and design

5. Student Assessment


· Research paper

· Class discussion

· Tests

· Note-taking 

· Project:  Observations of animal behavior/Reporting the observations

· Project:  Research and design of a zoo habitat based on behavioral requirements

· Simple lab/activities

6. Student Learning Expectations

· A1 SLE 1


Students will submit an inquiry-based project—research paper

7. Standards Alignment

· LS1:  All living organisms have identifiable structures and characteristics that allow for survival (organisms, populations, & species).
· LS3:   Groups of organisms show evidence of change over time (structures, behaviors, and biochemistry).

· LS 4: Humans are similar to other species in many ways, and yet are unique among Earth’s life forms.

8. Applied Learning Alignment

A1 Problem Solving

A1a—Design a Product, Service or System

Develops a design proposal for a zoo habitat based on behavioral requirements that 

· shows how the ideas for the design were developed;

· reflects awareness of similar work done by others 

· justifies the choices 

· establishes criteria for evaluation

· uses appropriate conventions to represent the design; etc.

9. Technology Standards Alignment

· Research and Information Fluency:  Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate and use information

· Critical Thinking, Problem Solving and Decision Making:  Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve problems and make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources.

10.  ELA Grade Span Expectations

W-11-1

Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs and text.

11. Mathematics Grade Span Expectations

N/A

12. Portfolio Task

Inquiry based project – research paper SLE 1
South Kingstown High School

Course Description

Animal Behavior

1 semester/Fall

Non-Laboratory

Requirements:  Successful completion of biology course.  

Open to:  Juniors and seniors

Description:  Instinct or learned?  This course covers the behaviors employed by animals to facilitate their survival such as communication, aggression, reproduction, parenting, social behavior and altruism.  Concepts from genetics, natural selection and evolution will be applied to animal behavior. Human behavior will be considered in a context of primate study.  Readings from the works of famous animal behaviorists included.  

June Kinigstein, September 2007


