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SPEAKING FOR OTHERS 
 
The author based the character Celie on her step-
grandmother to represent all the silenced generations of 
neglected or oppressed women.  “According to Walker, Celie 
[in The Color Purple] is the voice of her step-
grandmother, Rachel: ‘I tried very hard to record her voice 
for America because America doesn’t really hear Rachel’s 
voice.’”   

(Walker, People Weekly 87.   
Quoted in Collins 1181.) 
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